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"Chinna Kannan Seivaa Teriyuma

Avan Seitha Leelai Solli vittaal,

Puriyumaa puriyumaa

Chinna Kannan, Chinna Kannan”

When Yashoda asks this to Baby Lord Krishna euphoniously, we too are taken along apace to a magical realm,with
our hearts resonating and swaying along with the subtleties of her maternal instincts.

Let us have the privilege to make you go back for a while to the venue of the third TB meet held at Kollam where a
dancer left us spellbound with her entrancing perfomance par excellence.

Sreelakshmi K.R

State Bank of India,
Peruvanthanam Branch,
Idukki.

Sreelakshmi is the eldest of the two daughters of Shri Ramachandran Nair, who worked with a private firm, and
Kamaladevi, a housewife. Her younger sister Rajalakshmi works in Thrissur Veterinary University.

Sreelakshmi was raised in Sadanandapuram near Kottarakkara,her mother's native, where she had her schooling
till third grade. Her first guru and role model was her grandfather, a former teacher at Govt High School,



Sadanandapuram.Thanks to listening to his songs and story telling, she had a special upbringing.After her third
grade,she moved to her father's native, Puthur and had her schooling at Shri Vidyadhiraja school in Vendaar upto
tenth grade.

Following her Higher Secondary education at SNSM Higher Secondary School at Ilampallur, she earned a
graduation in Physics from SG College,Kottarakkara and post graduation in the same subject from NSS College,
Pandalam.

She was hired by the bank while pursuing BEd at Mount Tabor College of Education, Pathanapuram. She used to
tutor banking aspirants at Time and AXIS institutes in Kollam.She started her career at the Zonal Office of SBT in
Kollam on 20th May 2013 having taken the exam and gotten through it alongside two of her students who are now
members of our TB Group.

Given her childhood being spent in a joint family,she had no stage fear and incessantly had exposure to the domain
of art, growing up.She used to partake in several group events at youth festival while studying in sixth grade.Her
team won in the Thiruvathira competition held at district level and art became a way of life for her thenceforth.
Sreelakshmi's team secured the second place in the Maargam Kali competition in the youth festival held at district
level when she was in eighth grade and while in her ninth, tenth and twelfth classes,the team won first position at
district level and thereby participated in the State School Youth Festival securing A grade. While in the 11th
standard, the team won first place in Thiruvathira competition at district level.

While doing her Plus Two ,she taught her own team Maargam Kali and they won first place.She continued teaching
the team at school even after leaving there.The first monetary reward she ever got was from the authorities at
school which she humbly turned down first but received later , they being so particular about she accepting the
sum as a token of love for her.

Though Sreelakshmi was furthering the artist in her to higher echelons,she excelled at studies as well since her
school days till completion of Post Graduation.She started learning dance under the tutelage of Rajamma Teacher
when she was studying in UKG and continued it for four years in a row.

Sreelakshmi says it instilled in her ample mental strength making every stage give in before her steadfast
confidence. She participated in Malayali manka competition and became the runner up. Sreelakshmi says jocularly
that being thick skinned made her achieve the feat.

Sreelakshmi excelled not only in dance but also in non-dance competitions.She was a member of the school's
science club. While studying in ninth grade, she won the first position at school level and third position at sub-
district level in math quiz. In the same year, the first place she won in still model competition at the District Science
Fair is what she values the most till date. Her success gave her the opportunity to participate in the State Science
Fair.

Sreelakshmi held the post of secretary of Energy and Environment Club at her college.She participated in the inter-
college energy conservation project competition organized by KSEB in association with Energy-Environment
Conservation Society and stood second. During her school and college days, she mostly used to participate in
group competitions like Thiruvathira and Maargam Kali along with co-students.

Thereafter she could not learn classical dance much.

Ms Sheeba Varghese of SBI(who has already been introduced through our column as a talented banker) took
cognizance of Sreelakshmi's passion for dance and encouraged her in nurturing her talent.Sreelakshmi used to
perform at the bank’s NRI fest and other events which further ignited her yearning to learn classical dance and she
began taking lessons under Kalamandalam Sreelakshmi,a relative of her’s.

Her career which started in Zonal office,Kollam of SBT in 2013.She later got transferred to Puthur and Bharanikavu
branches. While working in Bharanikavu Branch, she got promoted to Officer cadre. On completion of probation,



she was posted as Service Manager at Thookkupalam branch in Idukki district. Presently she is working as assistant
manager in Peruvanthanam in Idukki district.

Though motherhood and hectic work schedule are often referred to as impeding factors in the furtherance of arts
in common parlance, Sreelakshmi’s life partner,Abhishek, a resident of Puthur, who is working with Fire and
Rescue services in Adoor extends his wholehearted support to her which helps her in reliving her art once it shows
signs of waning.

They have two children-Devasurya, a fourth grade student, and Deveshwar, a grade | student.Sreelakshmi’s mom is
also a relentless impetus of encouragement,being with her encouraging all her artistic endeavours.

Sreelakshmi humbly opines that she wants to pursue dance further and wants her dream to start a dance school
come true thereby imparting what she has learnt to others. May this multifariously talented banker reach great
heights in the realm of art.Talented bankers wishes the best to happen to Ms Sreelakshmi and her family.



